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Objective 8
– enable local economic development in the energy sector

Programme area Project 

Renewable energy business SWH business in Cape Town: study complete

Establishment of renewable energy SPV: Province/City – Green Cape

Establish green zone in Atlantis to attract energy manufacturing business

Support programmes which create local demand: e.g. SWH mass roll-out

Objective 9
– access climate finance

Programme area Project 

Carbon trading scoping and 
development

Carbon projects scoping assessment

Carbon Finance Capacity Building partnership
Kuyasa CDM project – carbon sales

Funding proposals to climate funds Funding applications as appropriate, as the City and in partnership with
private sector and NGOs

Objective 10�– raise awareness and promote behaviour change through communication 
and education programmes

Programme area Project 

Electricity saving campaign Electricity savings campaign roll-out – ongoing
Energy Efficiency Forums Energy Efficiency Forum for commercial buildings and industrial sector

Schools/Youth/Citizens Green schools’ audit

Climate change adaptation and mitigation

Energy efficiency and resource conservation

Smart Living campaign Smart Living corporate campaign – pilot

Smart Living Handbook – revision and programmatic distribution

City staff training Staff training programmes and material on Smart Living

Enviroworks (biannual) Climate change edition, 2009; COP17 special edition, 2011

Green Building Handbook Green Building Handbook

Resource-efficiency campaign Green identifier for all resource management programmes

Climate Smart Cape Town campaign – stakeholder partnership campaign

Overall
– research and development; data management; monitoring and evaluation

Programme area Project 

Energy and climate change:  research 
and development

Climate Change Think Tank – mitigation and adaptation research 

Cape Town Energy Scenarios study, 2011

Sea-level rise and stormwater management study

Energy and climate change legislative and regulatory study

Low-carbon zone project WWF

Energy data management, 
monitoring and evaluation

Energy data management system pilot programme – partnership
Cape Town State of Energy Report, 2011

Urban atmospheric carbon measurement – CSIR project on Cape Town

Air Quality Management Plan Air quality management reporting 

Vehicle emissions monitoring programme

Statutory/policy linkages and 
alignment

IDP energy and climate change focus areas 

Integrated Metropolitan Environmental Policy (IMEP) Agenda – 
development of business plans

Objective 7
– improve the resilience of vulnerable communities

Programme area Project 

Low-income housing: energy 
efficiency

Energy efficient housing – various projects
Kuyasa thermally-efficient housing implementation – project complete;
CDM management ongoing

Low-income housing: greening Greening Tafelsig TA2 housing units, Kew Town, Wesbank, Witsands

Low-income housing: ceilings Retrofitting low-income houses with ceilings (Mamre pilot complete)

Low-income housing: solar water 
heaters (SWHs)

Retrofitting low-income houses with SWHs – partnership programme

48 complete ongoing planned
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MYPD  multi-year price determination

NERSA  National Energy Regulator of South Africa

NMT non-motorised transport

City of Cape Town. 2011.

Cape Town’s Economy: A brief overview (August 2011) fact sheet. 

City of Cape Town. 2011. 

Cape Town 2011. State of Energy and Energy Futures Report.  

Department of Transport. 2008.

Transport Statistics Bulletin.

Sustainable Energy Africa, University of Cape Town. 2011.

Energy Scenarios for Cape Town: Exploring the implications of

different energy futures for the City up to 2050. City of Cape Town.

Turok, Sinclair-Smith and Shand. 2010.

Environment and Planning A 2010, volume 42, page 2295.

Online:	available:	www.envplan.com/abstract.cgi?id=a42424		

Winkler, H 2010.

Taking action on climate change: Long-term mitigation scenarios

for South Africa. Cape Town, UCT Press. 



52

Acknowledgements

This publication is printed on SAPPI Triple Green paper, an environmentally friendly paper stock

made from chlorine-free sugar cane fibre to support sustainable afforestation in South Africa. 

The report was prepared by Hilton Trollip, Sarah Ward and Vivienne Walsh from the City 

of Cape Town Energy and Climate Change Unit, Environmental Resource Management 

Department, with extensive collaboration and input from many staff and departments across 

the City. Thanks for their contributions are due in particular to Osman Asmal, Barry Coetzee, 

Gregg Oelofse, Brian Jones, Niki Covary, Michelle Preen, Ian Gildenhuys, Penny Price and 

Lindie Buirski and to all members of the Executive Management Team Subcommittee on 

Energy and Climate Change and Council’s Energy Committee. Thanks also to the members 

of the Climate Change Think Tank, and to Sheryl Ozinsky for all her help.

The work behind this document would not be possible without our partners, in particular 

Sustainable Energy Africa, and the Energy Research Centre and the Department of 

Environmental and Geographical Science, University of Cape Town.

The many funding bodies which have worked with the City and provided critical finance for 

research and for project implementation are due much gratitude. Amongst others we would 

like to acknowledge DANIDA, South African National Government, Provincial Government 

of the Western Cape, British High Commission, Hivos, the Renewable Energy and Energy 

Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) and the Energy and Environment Fund (EEP).  

Images:

Photographs by Bruce Sutherland, City of Cape Town, unless otherwise stated

Image page 33 by M. Schroeder and A. Lord

Photograph page 36 by Nic Bothma/EPA

Photographs pages 39-40 by icologie

Design: Brandtree

Printing: RSA Litho

November 2011

Note: Every effort has been made to acknowledge sources and ensure accuracy. Should any 

omission or error have occurred, amends will be made in the event of a reprint and in the 

on-line version of this document.



For further information contact:

Environmental Resource Management Department
City of Cape Town

7th Floor, 44 Wale Street
Cape Town

Tel: +27 21 487 2319
Fax: +27 21 487 2578

E-mail: enviro@capetown.gov.za

Or visit our website at
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City of Cape Town
position on climate change

“Cape Town acknowledges climate change as one of the greatest 
challenges of our generation but seeks to use it as an opportunity 

to build a better future for all”.

1. Climate change is a global problem – we are all in this together. Cape Town’s

 response to climate change must be a collective partnership between government,

 business and civil society.

2. Climate change is an economic, social issue and development issue. Mitigation

 and adaptation responses must be at the core of government planning and offer

 opportunities for changing to a more equitable, sustainable development path. 

3. We have to move away from ‘business-as-usual’ and plan differently. This requires

 progressive thinking and strong leadership.  

4. Energy drives our city, our lives and our economy. Renewable energy sources

 and increased energy efficiency to meet carbon emission reduction targets are

 urgent priorities so as to avoid catastrophic climate change; and to promote

 economic competitiveness and job creation.

5. Implementing adaptation plans now will reduce the City’s risk to a changed climate.  

6. Climate change presents opportunities to build a green economy, create jobs,

 develop a more compact city; leading to a more resource-efficient, integrated,

 equitable and liveable city that protects and enhances our natural legacy.  


