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ABOUT  

A waste characterisation assessment was conducted at six specified sites in Cape Town 
over a 20-week period. This included an on-site assessment component over an eight-week 
period, which covered five-days of characterisation per site. 

The key purpose of the study was to determine the waste characterisation at various City 
facilities, which was then deduced to give an indication of the waste characterisation across 
all City facilities. 

One of the main reasons for determining the character of the City’s municipal waste stream -  
generated at household levels - was to understand the percentage of organic waste being 
disposed of. The study, therefore, required organic/food waste to be characterised 
separately from green/garden waste. 

The primary objectives of the study were to: 

• Compare results from most recent studies, conclude on impacts, and report on 
findings in relation to substantive changes to waste types and volumes 

• Determine the high level categorisation of solid waste being received at specific City-
operated sites/ facilities, as defined in the Scope of Works, and in accordance with 
the City’s priorities. 

• Evaluate, combine and deduce data per catchment area to obtain a City-wide 
average 

• Report on various results to give an indication of the waste characterisation that can 
typically be expected across all City facilities. 

The following document is a summary report.  To request the full report, email: 

For attention Disposal Branch:  
wastewise.user@capetown.gov.za. 

mailto:wastewise.user@capetown.gov.za


  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 


