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1 INTRODUCTION  

 District Overview  

Blaauwberg District is a large and diverse district.  

Its Western boundary is the Atlantic Ocean, which gives adjacent neighbourhoods 

and the small town of Melkbos a distinct beach -town  charac ter. The northern border 

is with the Swartland Municipality while t he N7 highway forms the districtõs eastern 

bound ary with the Northern  district. To the South  the Districts boundary follows  the N1 

and  then the Black River, which goes through Paarden Eilan d Industrial hub. In 

contrast with the large Industrial Parks such of Paarden Eiland, Killarney and Montague 

Garden, the district has a high number of nature reserves, and many rare and critically 

endangered fynbos biomes.   

Most of the district north of Cape Town city is undeveloped. The small town of Atlantis, 

and the Moravian -mission villages of Mamre and Pella -Katzenberg are located in this 

mainly undeveloped portion of the district. The Atlantis Greentech Special Economic  

Zone (SEZ) is the only  SEZ in Cape Town. There are two small -holding areas in the more 

rural northern area. Although much of the land is zoned agricultural, some of it is not 

arable and/or is not used for rural/agricultural activities.  

The location of Afr icaõs only nuclear power station, Koeberg, on the coast north of the 

existing built footprint casts a precautionary no -development zone of 5km radius 

around it, within the  restricted -development zone of 16km.  

 

Figure 1: Blaauwber g District in Municipal Area  

  



Blaauwberg District Plan - Baseline and Analysis Report 2023   2 

 STATE OF THE 

POPULATION 
  



Blaauwberg District Plan - Baseline and Analysis Report 2023   3 

2 DEMOGRAPHICS 

 Overview  

The population in Blaauwberg almost doubled between 2001 and 2011, with an 

annual population growth rate around 7%. Despite this rapid increase , the 

unemployment rate remained relatively constant. The household growth rate in the 

district was slightly faster than the population growth rate, which indicates a slight 

trend in the district of decreasing household sizes. This was not as marked in 

Blaa uwberg as in other areas of Cape Town. Thus, while we can expect housing 

demand from households splitting into smaller units, and not only from increasing 

populations, this is not as strong a force in comparison to the rest of the City. Overall, 

±75% of the population in Blaauwberg live in formal housing, while ±25% live in informal 

housing, including stand -alone and backyard shacks. Areas of informality are 

clustered mainly in Du Noon, Racing Park, Joe Slovo and Phoenix. These areas are 

among those which h ave relatively lower average household incomes in the district, 

making them more vulnerable to stresses and shocks . 

At 0.59, Blaauwberg has a slightly lower Gini -coefficient than the Cape Town average 

of 0.62 , and the national average of 0.63. However, bas ed on its Gini -Coefficient, 

South Africa has one of the highest levels of income inequality in the world. Thus , 

despite being below the local average , it is still a key issue in the district.  

 

 

Figure 2: Infographic Overview of B laauwberg Demographics  
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 Population  

 Growth  

The population of the Blaauwberg District was estimated to be 321 692 in 2018 . While 

Blaauwberg comprises only 7.3 % of the Cityõs total population (2018 estimate), it 

experienced the highest growth rate of all the districts between 2001 and 2011 , but  

slowed down substantia lly between 2011 and 2018 . The population growth was 

accommodated primarily in greenfield developments on the northern periphery, 

including Sunningdale and Parklands;  in informal settlements in Witsand, Du Noon and 

Racing Park; and in Joe Slovo Park. Other areas with notable population growth 

include Melkbos, Rugby and Century City.  

 2001 

Average 

annual growth 

rate 2001 -2011 

2011 

Aver age 

annual growth 

rate 2011 -2016 

2018 

Blaauwberg  152 299 7.32% 263 735 3.14% 321 692 

Cape Town  2 893 249 2.93% 3 740 026 2.52% 4 400 240 

Table 1: Blaauwbergõs Population Trends 

 

The districtõs population  roughly doubled in 17  years from around 150  000 to 3 20 000 

people ð growing 5 percentage points  faster than the City average between 2001 

and 2011 . 

 Spatial Distribution  

Most of the population is clustered in the southern portion of the district  ð which makes 

up the northern edge of Cape Townõs urban footprint. This includes the areas  from 

Brooklyn, Century City and Tijgerhof  through Milnerton and Dun oon up to Parklands 

and Sunningdale. The rest of the District is predominantly rural, with very low 

population density, except for the industrial town of Atlantis loca ted approximately 

30km north  of Cape Town , the small villages of Mamre and Pella -Katzenberg, and the 

beach town Melkbos . There are a number of uninhabited areas  ð within the 5km 

Urgent Protective Zone  surrounding  the Koeberg Nuclear Power Station.  

While the districtõs population has roughly doubled between 2011 and 2018 , 

population growth has not been uniform, as c an be seen in Figure 3  below.  
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Figure 3: Map showing population growth by in Blaauwberg between 2011 and 2018 (Census, 2011 and COCT 

estimates, 2018)   
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The areas that have experienced the greatest populat ion growth between 2011 and 

2018 are Witsand in Atlantis;  Dunoon;  Joe Slovo Park; and  the northern periphery of 

the urban footprint in the district ð Parklands / Sandown/ Table View  area . It is interesting 

to note that in the previous District Plan this was a targeted area for development ð 

to link Cape Town and Atla ntis by creating a develop ment corridor. However, the 

2023 MSDF aims to consolidate and densify the existing urban footprint .  

The established suburbs of Milnerton, Table  View and Blaauwberg experienced low 

growth, despite having low population densities. Low density areas which 

experienced a slightly higher growth rate include Summer Greens, Brooklyn and 

Atlantis. This indicates that the majority of the population increase was housed either 

in new informal settlements, or  in new  formal residential development s, such as 

Sandown and Rivergate, rather than in conversions or through intensification in the 

form of second dwellings in existing areas .  
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Figure 4: Map showing gross population density in Blaauwberg (Census, 2011)  


















































































































































































































































































































































































