
MSDF and 8 x DSDFs-EMFs TECHNICAL REVIEW 2021/22
WHAT HAS CHANGED? 

Urban Planning and Design Department 

Metropolitan Spatial Planning & Growth Management Unit  (MSP&GM) & District Spatial Planning & Mechanisms

Presentation for Sub Council Activity Days & Public Meetings June ðJul 2022



Presentation structure 
PART A: Introduction (slide 3 -6) 

Å Scales of planning/ linkages between MSDF and DSDF 

Å Review process to date 

Å Call for public comment / How to comment 

PART B: MSDF: What has changed content (slide 7 -30)

Å Navigating through the document  

Å High level changes 

Å Vision and spatial strategy 

Å MSDF directive and investment rationale (STA)

Å Urban development edge (UDE)

Å Land use compliance mapping (maps 5a-5g)

Å Nodes and corridors

Å Implementation

Å Policy statements/ guidelines 

PART C: DSDF/EMF: What has changed 

Å Separate presentation
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MSDF

ɐSets overall spatial 
vision and direction 

ɐSets policy objectives 
and desired outcomes 

DSDF (8 within the City of Cape Town)

ɐTranslates vision and policy objectives into district level 
spatial planning categories (SPC) in order to providemore 
detailed development guidance

Linkages between MSDF and DSDF



Revised 
DSDFs-
EMFs

Drft DSDFs-
EMFs

ÅInputs: int & ext
stakeholders

ÅPublic participation
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& Input
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Analysis 
Report
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Revised 
MSDF

June 2019 Nov 2019 ðJan 2020 Nov 2020 ðApr 2021

May 2022 June ðAug 2022 Dec 2022 / Jan 2023Jan  2022

We are here now

Overview of MSDF and DSDF review process



How to comment: 6 June to 30 Aug 2022

Have your say pages

4 videos

Å What is spatial planning?

Å Densification

Å Human Settlements

Å Environment

Printed route:  
www.youtube.com/c/CityofCapeTown021
Digital route:   https ://bit.ly/CCT -SDFVideos

www.capetown.gov.za/
DSDF

8x integrated 

DSDFs & EMFs
MSDF

Contain:
1. Documents & Executive Summary

2. High resolution maps

3. Map Guidebook

4. News paper advertisements

5. Route to electronic Comment 

form for submissions

6. Schedule for Sub Council activity 

days (24) ðwhen available

7. Public meeting virtual for those 

previously registered in HYS Page
8. Inter -governmental Steering 

Committee (MSDF)

9. Focus Groups (MSDF) x3

10. Media releases at start of process 

& when meeting schedule 
available

MSDF
www.capetown.gov.za/

MSDF



Part B: 
MSDF : What has changed content 



Navigating through the document 

Tried to keep <150 p
Short sharp visual

Exactly similar concepts 
and locations of DSDF

Extract from Annual IPDF 
Report

MSDF comprises of two volumes

Volume I: MSDF Chapters 1 - 6 & Policy guidelines
Structure of main body of main document: 
Å Chapter 1: Introduction 

Å Chapter 2: Spatial context, challenges and opportunities 

Å Chapter 3: Spatial vision and concept 

Å Chapter 4: Directing spatial transformation 

Å Chapter 5: The spatial development framework 

Å Chapter 6: Implementation

Å Technical Supplement A: MSDF policy guidelines 

Volume II: Technical Supplements 
Technical Supplements (Separate document ):
Å Technical Supplement B: Land use intensification 

Å Technical Supplement C: Regulatory requirements and informants

Å Technical Supplement D: National & Provincial planning informants

Å Technical Supplement E: Nodal classification, corridor intervention & IZ

Å Technical Supplement F : Overview of the dynamics of urban change

Å Terms and definitions 

Technical data 
Concepts



Technical review as opposed to the complete re -write 
April 2018 Council -approved, SPLUMA compliant MSDF foundations were retained.

Supplemented with Sustainable Development Goals, New IDP & Other Council -approved policyõs spatial implications

MSDF vision and 

spatial strategies 



Spatial Transformation Areas: directives and investment rationale 

STA Whereit is Guiding

principle

Description and investment 

rationale 

Urban Inner 

Core 

Future-proof 

and upscale

£ëîġ îćÑĀĮ×Ûġ ĩëÛ ĆÃúĎĝîĩŀ Ďå ĩëÛ Ñîĩŀɷġ ÛĿîġĩîćæ 

industrial and commercial nodes, the airport, 

ports and primary freight infrastructure, and 

Integrated Public Transport Network (IPTN). 

The City will prioritise these areas for 

investment and co-investment with the aim of 

spatially transforming, integrating and 

intensifying the city form.

Incremental 

Growth & 

Consolidation 

Areas

Fix and 

maintain

These are areas where the City and public 

sector are committed to servicing existing 

communities and where new development will 

be subject to infrastructure capacity.

Critical

Natural

Assets

Enhance These are areas that contribute significantly to 

ĩëÛ /îĩŀɷġ åĮĩĮĝÛ ĝÛġîĀîÛćÑÛ Ãć×ɟĎĝ ëÃĹÛ 

protection status in law. They include a 

number of protected environments and 

conservation areas outside the Urban Inner 

Core or Incremental Growth and Consolidation 

Areas. The City and public sector are 

committed to service, protect, enhance and 

extend Critical Natural Assets.

Discouraged

Growth

Areas

Avoid The City will not invest in Discouraged Growth 

Areas, which include protected areas based on 

natural and agricultural assets, areas with a 

lack of social and physical infrastructure and 

areas that do not contribute to spatial 

transformation, inward growth or the premise 

of transit-oriented development.


