2016 Community Survey
Cape Town Trends 1996 to 2016

CITY OF CAPE TOWN
ISIXEKO SASEKAPA
STAD KAAPSTAD

Making progress possible. Together.

April 2017

Compiled by Research Branch, Organisational Policy and Planning Department, City of Cape Town
Author: Karen Small

2016 Community Survey, 2011, 2001 and 1996 Census data supplied by Statistics South Africa
(Based on information available at the fime of compilation as released by Statistics South Africa)

Population and Households, Demographic Profile, Dwelling Profile, Household Services Profile

1. Population and Households
1.1. Population - Cape Town and the Western Cape

Over the 20 years, 1996 to 2016, the population growth of Cape Town and the Western Cape has
shown a similar frend with the population of Cape Town increasing by 56.8% and that of the
Western Cape by 58.7%. The population of Cape Town as a percentage of the population of the
Western Cape has declined from 64.8% in 1996 to 63.8% in 2016.

Population 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community
Survey
Western Cape 3956 875 4 524 335 5822734 6279 730
Cape Town 2 563 095 2 893 246 3740 026 4004 793
Cape Town as 7% 64.8% 63.9% 64.2% 63.8%
of Western Cape
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1.2. Population, Households and Household Size - Cape Town

In 2016 the population of Cape Town was 4 004 793, an increase of 7.1% since 2011 and of 56.2%
since 1996. The number of households in Cape Town in 2016 was 1 264 849, an increase of 18.4%
since 2011 and an increase of 93.7% since 1996. The average household size has declined from
3.92in 1996 10 3.50in 2011 and then to 3.17 in 2016.

A household is defined as a group of persons who live together, and provide themselves jointly
with food or other essentials for living, or a single person who lives alone (Statistics South Africa,
2010).

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 g:uc:\rlr;r;\unity
Total Population 2 563 095 2 893 246 3740 026 4004793
Number of Households 653 085 777 393 1068 575 1264 849
Average Household Size 3.92 3.72 3.50 3.17

Change 1996 to 2016 Change 2001 to 2016 Change 2011 to 2016

Cape Town 20 years 15 years 5 years

Number | %increase | Number | %increase | Number | % increase
Total Population 1441 698 56.2% | 1111547 38.4% 264 767 7.1%
Number of Households 611764 93.7% 487 456 62.7% 196 274 18.4%

1.3. Population by Population Group — Cape Town

Over the 20 years from 1996 to 2016 there has been a change in the composition of the
population of Cape Town. In 1996, the Coloured population group was the largest percentage of
the population of Cape Town at 48.4% and this declined to 39.9% in 2016. The Black African
population group is the only population group showing an increase in the percentage of the total
population of Cape Town, increasing from 25.1% in 1996 to 42.6% in 2016, to become the largest
percentage of Cape Town's population. In Cape Town, between 1996 and 2016, the White
population group declined from 21.2% to 16.5% and the Asian population group declined from
1.5% to 1.1%.

% Population by Population Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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The number of Black Africans in Cape Town has increased by 1 060 051, an increase of 164.6%,
between 1996 and 2016. The Coloureds and Whites in Cape Town have also increased between
1996 and 2016 with the Coloureds increasing by 357 898 (28.9%) and the Whites by 115 702 (21.3%).
Although the Asians in Cape Town have increased by 5711 (15.1%) between 1996 and 2016, the
increase only occurred between 1996 and 2011, from a total of 37 882 in 1996 to 51 789 in 2011,
and then decreased to 43 593 in 2016, a decrease of 15.8% between 2011 and 2016.

Cape Town 1996 2001 2011 2016
Population by
Population Group Number % Number Zo Number %o Number %o

Black African 644181 25.1% 916 635 31.7% 1 444 939 38.6% 1704 232 42.6%
Coloured 1 239 943 48.4% 1 392 594 48.1% 1 585 286 42.4% 1 597 841 39.9%
Asian 37 882 1.5% 41 477 1.4% 51786 1.4% 43 593 1.1%
White 543 425 21.2% 542 540 18.8% 585 831 15.7% 659 127 16.5%
Other! 72184 1.9%

Unknown 97 664 3.8%

Total 2 563 095 100.0% 2893246 100.0% 3740026 100.0% 4004793 100.0%

Change 1996 to 2016 Change 2001 to 2016 Change 2011 to 2016
Cape Town
. 20 years 15 years 5years
Population by %
Population Group Number % increase Number % increase Number o Increase
/decrease (-)

Black African 1 060 051 164.6% 787 597 85.9% 259 293 17.9%
Coloured 357 898 28.9% 205 247 14.7% 12 555 0.8%
Asian 5711 15.1% 2116 51% -8 193 -15.8%
White 115702 21.3% 116 587 21.5% 73296 12.5%
Total? 1 441 698 56.2% 1111 547 38.4% 264767 71%

1.4. Population by Population Group and Gender - Cape Town

The gender distribution of the population of Cape Town has remained largely unchanged
between 1996 and 2016, with there being more males than females and the percentage of
females has declined slightly from 51.6% in 1996 to 50.8% in 2016.

In 1996, Coloured females had the highest percentage of the total population of Cape Town, at
25.2%, and have declined to the third highest percentage of 20.7% in 2016. Coloured males have
consistently had percentages lower than that of the Coloured females. In 2016 Black African
males were the highest percentage of the population of Cape Town at 21.4% and for the first time
was higher than that of the Black African females who were at 21.2%.

The percentage of White females in Cape Town has been consistently higher than that for White
males, with a decrease from 11.1% in 1996 to 8.4% in 2016. The percentage of Asian males and
females in Cape Town were both at 0.7% from 1996 to 2011, with the Asian males decreasing to
0.6% and the Asian females to 0.5% in 2016

! “Other” population group was not included in 1996, 2001 and 2016.
? Total includes Unknown and Other population group for 1996 and 2011 respectively
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% Population by Population Group and Gender in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m1996 m2001 =m2011 m2016
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Cape Town Males by 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 g:uc;\r,r;?umfy
Population Group
Number % Number % Number % Number %

Black African 320779 12.5% 447 742 15.5% 722 755 19.3% 856 483 21.4%

Coloured 593 640 23.2% 662 315 22.9% 759 559 20.3% 768 927 19.2%

Asian 18 972 0.7% 20 489 0.7% 26 155 0.7% 22770 0.6%

White 259818 10.1% 258 656 8.9% 280133 7.5% 322 573 8.1%

Otherd 42 097 1.1%

Unknown 48 255 1.9%

Total 1241 464 48.4% 1 389 201 48.0% 1830 699 48.9% 1970753 49.2%
Cape Town Females 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 g:u?\r’r;r:umty
by Population Group

Number % Number % Number % Number %

Black African 323 402 12.6% 468 893 16.2% 722 184 19.3% 847 749 21.2%

Coloured 646 303 25.2% 730279 25.2% 825727 22.1% 828 914 20.7%

Asian 18 910 0.7% 20 989 0.7% 25 631 0.7% 20 824 0.5%

White 283 607 11.1% 283 884 9.8% 305 698 8.2% 336 554 8.4%

Otherd 30087 0.8%

Unknown 49 409 1.9%

Total 1321 631 51.6% 1 504 045 52.0% 1 909 327 51.1% 2 034 040 50.8%

Go to top of document

1.5. Households by Population Group of Head of Household - Cape Town

In 1996 the largest percentage of households in Cape Town were Coloured headed households at
39.8%, followed by White headed households at 29.9% and then Black African headed households
at 25.7%. By 2016 the composition of the households in Cape Town had changed with Black
African headed households now having the largest percentage at 46.9%, followed by Coloured
headed households at 31.6% and then White headed households at 20.5%. Between 1996 and
2016 Asian headed households in Cape Town decreased from 1.3% to 1.0%.

% “Other” population group was not included in 1996, 2001 and 2016.
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Over the 20 years, 1996 to 2016, the number of Black African headed households in Cape Town
increased by 425787, an increase of 253.4%, while Coloured headed households increased by
139 333 (53.6%) and White headed households by 63 680 (32.7%). Between 1996 and 2016 the
number of Asian headed households in Cape Town increased by 4 314 (49.3%) but between 2011
and 2016 decreased by 1 211 (8.5%) households.

% Households by Population Group of Head of Household in Cape Town 1996
to 2016
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Cape Town Households 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community
by Population Group of Survey
Head of Household Number % Number % Number % Number %

Black African 168 000 25.7% 251125 32.3% 444781 41.6% 593787 46.9%
Coloured 259 982 39.8% 310 465 39.9% 358 629 33.6% 399 315 31.6%
Asian 8742 1.3% 10 065 1.3% 14267 1.3% 13 056 1.0%
White 195011 29.9% 205734 26.5% 232 826 21.8% 258 691 20.5%
Other* 18 069 1.7%
Unknown 21 350 3.3%
Total 653085| 100.0% 777 389 | 100.0% 1068572 100.0% 1264849 100.0%
Cape Town. Households Chang;()l;::r:o 2016 Changlesilogc:r:o 2014 Chang: igzlrsto 20146

by Population Group of _

Head of Household Number % increase Number % increase Number % increase
/decrease (-)

Black African 425787 253.4% 342 662 136.5% 149 006 33.5%
Coloured 139 333 53.6% 88 850 28.6% 40 686 11.3%
Asian 4314 49.3% 2 991 29.7% -1 211 -8.5%
White 63 680 32.7% 52 957 25.7% 25865 11.1%
Totals 611764 93.7% 487 460 62.7% 196 277 18.4%

1.6. Population and Household 20 Year, 15 Year and 5 Year Changes — Cape Town

The population and number of households in Cape Town have changed at different rates since
1996, with the overall trend being that the number of households has increased faster than the
population. For the 20 years, 1996 to 2016, the number of households in Cape Town increased by

* “Other” population group was not included in 1996, 2001 and 2016.
® Total includes Unknown and Other population group for 1996 and 2011 respectively
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93.7% while the total population increased by 56.2% and for the most recent five years, 2011 to
2016, the number of households increased by 18.4% and the total population increased by 7.1%.

The Black African population group in Cape Town had the biggest increases with the number of
Black African headed households increasing by 253.4% between 1996 and 2016 while the Black
African population increased by 164.6% and between 2011 and 2016 the households increased by
33.5% and the population by 17.9%.

Between 1996 and 2016 Coloured headed households in Cape Town increased by 53.6% and the
Coloured population by 28.9%. In the latest five years, 2011 to 2016, the Coloured population in
Cape Town only increased by 0.8% while the Coloured headed households increased by 11.3%.

For the White population in Cape Town the differences in the increase in the households and the
population were a lot smaller with the White headed households increasing by 32.7% and the
White population by 21.3% between 1996 and 2016. In the latest five years, 2011 to 2016, the White
population in Cape Town increased by 12.5% while White headed households has a smaller
increase of 11.1%.

% Change in Households and Population in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m Households Population
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2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016 | 2016
Black African | Coloured | Asian | White | Total |
Households Population
Cape Town
Population % change % change % change % change % change % change
Group 1996 to 2016 2001 to 2016 2011 fo 2016 1996 to 2016 2001 fo 2016 2011 to 2016
20 years 15 years 5 years 20 years 15 years 5 years
Black African 253.4% 136.5% 33.5% 164.6% 85.9% 17.9%
Coloured 53.6% 28.6% 11.3% 28.9% 14.7% 0.8%
Asian 49.3% 29.7% -8.5% 151% 5.1% -15.8%
White 32.7% 25.7% 11.1% 21.3% 21.8% 12.5%
Totalé 93.7% 62.7% 18.4% 56.2% 38.4% 7.1%

Go to top of document

® Total includes Unknown and Other population group for 1996 and 2011 respectively
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1.7. Household Size - Cape Town

Between 1996 and 2016 the number of people per household in Cape Town has decreased. The
percentage of one person, two people and three people households have all increased between
1996 and 2016 and the percentages of households with four people or more have all decreased.
The number of households having one or two people have increased from 35.6% of all households
in 1996 to 46.0% in 2016 while households having five people or more have decreased from 29.4%
to 19.9% over the same period. The percentage of household having three people was constant
at about 16.6% from 1996 to 2011 and increased to 17.8% in 2016. Between 1996 and 2016 the
percentage of households having four people has decreased from 18.4% to 16.3%.

% Number of People per Household in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m1996 m2001 2011 m2016
25% -
20% -
15% -
10% -
5% -
0% - ._lllj-J.Ll
Over 9
1 person | 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people | 7 people | 8 people | 9 people people
1996| 15.8% 19.8% 16.5% 18.4% 12.5% 7.3% 4.1% 2.4% 1.9% 1.2%
2001 | 16.7% 20.1% 16.6% 18.1% 12.1% 7.1% 4.0% 2.2% 1.3% 1.7%
2011 22.0% 21.8% 16.6% 16.5% 10.4% 5.9% 2.9% 1.6% 0.9% 1.2%
2016| 22.3% 23.7% 17.8% 16.3% 9.6% 4.9% 2.6% 1.3% 0.7% 0.8%
Household Size Number % Number % Number % Number %
1 person 103 100 15.8% 130 131 16.7% 235006 22.0% 281 435 22.3%
2 people 129 574 19.8% 156 500 20.1% 233 397 21.8% 299 366 23.7%
3 people 108 003 16.5% 129 364 16.6% 177 505 16.6% 225 625 17.8%
4 people 120 150 18.4% 140 741 18.1% 176 551 16.5% 206 449 16.3%
5 people 81 609 12.5% 94 346 12.1% 111 481 10.4% 122018 9.6%
6 people 47 900 7.3% 55110 7.1% 63 402 5.9% 61 387 4.9%
7 people 26 883 4.1% 30795 4.0% 31 346 2.9% 32 667 2.6%
8 people 15 390 2.4% 17 185 2.2% 17 382 1.6% 16 506 1.3%
9 people 12 457 1.9% 9854 1.3% 92715 0.9% 8 944 0.7%
Over 9 people 8033 1.2% 13 370 1.7% 12788 1.2% 10 451 0.8%
Total 653 099 100.0% 777 395| 100.0%| 1068573| 100.0%| 1264849 100.0%

In Cape Town the numbers of people per household vary by the population group of the head of
the household. For Black African headed households in Cape Town, one person households had
the highest percentage for all the years, increasing from about 22% in 1996 and 2001 to 29.5% in
2011 and then decreasing to 26.4% in 1996. Between 1996 and 2016 the percentage of Black
African headed households having two, three or four people have all increased while the
percentage of households with five people or more have all decreased.
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% Number of People per Household for Black African Headed Households in
Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m1996 m2001 m2011 m2016
30% -
25% -
20% -
15% -
10% -
% | T) Ty e
Over 9
1 person | 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people | 7 people | 8 people | ? people people
1996 22.1% 19.2% 16.3% 14.0% 10.1% 7.0% 4.5% 2.8% 2.3% 1.7%
2001 | 22.3% 19.8% 16.8% 14.0% 10.3% 6.9% 4.2% 2.5% 1.4% 1.9%
2011 29.5% 20.0% 16.3% 13.4% 9.2% 5.5% 2.8% 1.5% 0.8% 1.1%
2016| 26.4% 21.1% 18.2% 15.0% 9.3% 4.9% 2.5% 1.2% 0.6% 0.7%

Coloured headed households in Cape Town have larger households than any of the other
population groups. A household size of four has the highest percentage of just over 20% for
Coloured headed households with litfle change between 1996 and 2016. Although the
percentage of Coloured headed households with one or two people have increased, they only
increased from 18.9% in 1996 to 19.5% in 2016. The percentage of Coloured headed households
with five people or more have declined between 1996 and 2016 but are still significantly higher
than any of the other population groups.

% Number of People per Household for Coloured Headed Households in
Cape Town 1996 to 2016

m1996 m2001 =2011 m2016
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1 person | 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people | 7 people | 8 people | ? people p?evoepgli
1996  6.6% 12.3% 16.3% 21.5% 17.5% 11.0% 6.3% 3.6% 3.0% 1.8%
2001 7.1% 12.6% 16.3% 22.2% 17.3% 10.6% 6.0% 3.3% 1.9% 2.7%
2011 9.2% 15.3% 17.4% 21.7% 15.6% 9.4% 4.8% 2.8% 1.6% 2.2%
2016 11.4% 18.1% 19.5% 20.9% 13.8% 7.3% 4.1% 2.2% 1.2% 1.5%
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The percentage of Asian headed households in Cape Town having one or two people has
increased from 21.9% in 1996 to 48.8% in 2016. Asian headed households of three people
increased from 15.4% in 1996 to 17.6% in 2011 and then decreased to 19.6% in 2016. For all Asian
headed households having four people or more, the percentage has decreased between 1996
and 2016, with the decrease the largest for households having five people.

% Number of People per Household for Asian Headed Households in Cape
Town 1996 to 2016
m1996 m2001 m2011 m2016
30% -
25% -
20% -
15% -
10% -
5%
0% h e e o=
Over 9
1 person | 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people | 7 people | 8 people | ? people people
1996 8.6% 13.3% 15.4% 22.1% 17.6% 11.3% 6.1% 2.5% 2.1% 0.8%
2001 9.5% 14.5% 16.9% 22.5% 17.1% 10.2% 4.6% 2.2% 1.3% 1.2%
2011 16.9% 21.6% 17.6% 19.8% 12.5% 6.5% 2.7% 1.2% 0.5% 0.6%
2016| 24.1% 24.7% 16.9% 16.2% 7.7% 6.2% 3.0% 0.5% 0.7% 0.1%

Between 1996 and 2016 the percentage of White headed households having one or two people
have increased from 54.8% to 67.6%. For White headed households with three people or more the
percentages have all decreased over the 20 years.

See Appendix A for details on the number and percentage of the number of people per
household by population group of the head of household.
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1 person | 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people | 7 people | 8 people | ? people people
1996| 23.6% 31.2% 17.0% 17.5% 7.3% 2.4% 0.8% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0%
2001 | 24.9% 32.3% 17.0% 16.7% 6.2% 2.0% 0.6% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%
2011 | 27.6% 35.0% 15.8% 14.4% 4.9% 1.6% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%
2016| 29.4% 38.2% 14.6% 12.2% 4.1% 0.8% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%

Go to top of document
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2. Demographic Profile

2.1. Age Distribution - Cape Town

There have been changes in the age distribution of the population of Cape Town between 1996
and 2016. Over the 20 years there has been a decrease in the percentage of the population in
the age groups 5 to 14 years, 15 to 24 years and 25 to 34 years and an increase in the percentage
in the age groups 35 to 64 years and 65 years and older.

% Population by Age Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016

m1996 m2001 =2011 m2016
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The number of people in Cape Town in each age group has increased over the 20 years from
1996 to 2016, however in the latest five years (2011 to 2016) the number of people in the age
groups 15 to 24 years and 25 to 34 years has decreased by 35 001 and 47 258 respectively. There
has also been a small decrease (1 878) in those age 0 to 4 years between 2011 and 2016. For
those in Cape Town aged 65 years and older there has been an increase of 42 263 between 2011
and 2016.

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 ;:Uc:\r:;r:unity
Age Groups
Number % Number % Number % Number %

0 to 4 years 241 256 9.4% 252 826 8.7% 370297 9.9% 368 419 9.2%
51o 14 years 481016 18.8% 518 200 17.9% 558 033 14.9% 673 840 16.8%
15 to 24 years 486 637 19.0% 578 020 20.0% 686 857 18.4% 651 856 16.3%
25 to 34 years 481 575 18.8% 533785 18.4% 727 362 19.4% 680 104 17.0%
35 to 64 years 717 332 28.0% 866 257 29.9% 1189 990 31.8% 1 380 824 34.5%
65 years and older 128 068 5.0% 144 156 5.0% 207 486 5.5% 249 749 6.2%
Unknown 27 212 1.1%
Total 2563096 100.0%| 2893244 100.0%| 3740025| 100.0%| 4004793| 100.0%
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2.2. Age Distribution by Population Group - Cape Town

For the Black African population group in Cape Town, the only age group that has an increased
percentage in each of the years was for those age 35 to 64 years reaching 29.2% of the total
Black African population in 2016. Prior to 2016, the percentage of the Black African population in
the age groups 15 to 24 years, 25 to 34 years and 35 to 64 years was very similar, particularly in
1996 and 2001 when they were almost identical. There have been marked changes in the
percentages of the Black African population in some of the age groups between 2011 and 2016
with that for the age groups 15 to 24 years and 25 to 34 years decreasing while the percentages
for the age groups 5 to 14 years and 35 to 64 years increased. Between 1996 and 2016 there has
been little change in the percentages of the Black African population aged 0 to 4 years at
around 11% and for those aged 65 years and older at around 2%.

% Black African Population by Age Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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The number of Black Africans in Cape Town in all of the age groups has increased over the 20
years particularly between 1996 and 2001 and between 2001 and 2011. However, between 2011
and 2016 there was almost no increase in the number aged 15 to 24 years and a very small
increase for those aged 24 to 34 years, while large increases occurred for those aged 5 to 14 years
and 35 to 64 years.

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community

Black African Survey

Age Groups Number % Number % Number % Number %
0 to 4 years 70 881 11.0% 92110 10.0% 171917 11.9% 192 460 11.3%
5to 14 years 114 665 17.8% 162 856 17.8% 218 344 15.1% 319 204 18.7%
15 to 24 years 146 425 22.7% 218 808 23.9% 300 130 20.8% 300 167 17.6%
25to 34 years 146 026 22.7% 213 367 23.3% 360 206 24.9% 364 963 21.4%
35 to 64 years 147 172 22.8% 213 961 23.3% 364 535 25.2% 497 172 29.2%
65 years and older 12 671 2.0% 15416 1.7% 29 807 2.1% 30 266 1.8%
Unknown 6 340 1.0%
Total 644180| 100.0% 916 518| 100.0% 1444939 100.0% 1704232 100.0%
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The Coloured population in Cape Town had an increased percentage, in each of the years from
1996 to 2016, for those aged 35 to 64 years and for those aged 65 years and older, while in all
other age groups the percentage was higher in 1996 than in 2016. In 1996, 30.3% of the Coloured
population in Cape Town was aged 35 years and older and this had increased to 43.8% by 2016.
For those aged 5 to 14 years the percentage of the Coloured population decreased from 21.7% in
1996 10 16.9% in 2016. Between 2011 and 2016, the percentage of the Coloured population under
5 years declined by 1.6%

% Coloured Population by Age Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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For the Coloured population in Cape Town, it is only for those aged 35 to 64 years and those 65
years and older where there has been an increase in numbers in each of the years. For those
aged 0 to 4 years, 15 to 24 years and 25 to 34 years the number of Coloureds increased between
1996 and 2001 and between 2001 and 2011, but decreased between 2001 and 2016, while for
those aged 5 to 14 there was an increase between 1996 and 2001, followed by a decrease
between 2001 and 2011 and then a small increase between 2011 and 2016.

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community
Coloured Survey

Age Groups Number % Number % Number % Number %
0 to 4 years 127 129 10.3% 128 573 9.2% 157 882 10.0% 133 985 8.4%
5to 14 years 269 026 21.7% 282 084 20.3% 268 035 16.9% 269 568 16.9%
15 to 24 years 234 624 18.9% 270920 19.5% 291062 18.4% 262 271 16.4%
25 to 34 years 224 931 18.1% 227 870 16.4% 250788 15.8% 233136 14.6%
35 to 64 years 332 647 26.8% 425 694 30.6% 536 604 33.8% 600 199 37.6%
65 years and older 43 491 3.5% 57 413 4.1% 80913 5.1% 98 681 6.2%
Unknown 8 092 0.7%
Total 1239 940| 100.0% 1392554 100.0% 1585284| 100.0% 1597841 100.0%

The only age group where the Asian population in Cape Town had an increasing trend over the
20 years was those aged 65 years and older, increasing from 3.8% in 1996 to 7.7% in 2016, while
those aged 35 to 64 years did increase from 30.2% in 2011 to 36.5% in 2011 but was only marginally
higher at 36.6% in 2016. For those Asians aged 25 to 34 years, there was an increase from 16.8% in
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1996 to 19.2% in 2011 followed by a decrease to 17.5% in 2016, while those aged 5 to 14 years and
15 to 24 years had a decreasing frend between 1996 and 2016. For the Asian aged 0 to 4 years
the percentage decreased from 8.5% in 1996 to 7.0% in 2011 and then increased to 8.2% in 2016.

% Asian Population by Age Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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With the exception of those age 5 to 14 years where the number decreased between 2001 and
2011, the number of Asians in Cape Town in each age group increased between 1996 and 2001
and between 2001 and 2011. Following the trend of a decreasing Asian population in Cape Town
between 2011 and 2016, the number in each of the age groups decreased other than for those
aged 65 year and older where there was an increase of 272.

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community
Asian Survey

Age Groups Number % Number % Number % Number %
0 to 4 years 3203 8.5% 3294 7.9% 3 634 7.0% 3584 8.2%
5to 14 years 7 265 19.2% 7 435 17.9% 6 624 12.8% 5537 12.7%
15 to 24 years 7 468 19.7% 8 250 19.9% 9 599 18.5% 7 543 17.3%
25 to 34 years 6 346 16.8% 7 080 17.1% 9 936 19.2% 7 628 17.5%
35 to 64 years 11 451 30.2% 13 495 32.5% 18 907 36.5% 15946 36.6%
65 years and older 1 425 3.8% 1917 4.6% 3084 6.0% 3356 7.7%
Unknown 718 1.9%
Total 37876 100.0% 41 471 100.0% 51784 100.0% 43 593 | 100.0%

For the White population in Cape Town all age groups between 0 and 34 years had a decrease in
percentage between 1996 and 2011, while the percentage aged 35 to 64 years and those 65
years and older increased. Between 2011 and 2016 the percentage of those aged 25 to 34
continued to decrease and in 2016 were 11.3% of the White population in Cape Town, having
been at 16.1% in 1996. Those aged 35 to 64 years decreased from 42.5% in 2011 to 40.6% in 2016.
The percentage of the White population in Cape Town increased between 2011 and 2016 for
those aged 0 to 4 years and for those aged 5 to 14 years while the percentage for those aged 15
to 24 years was unchanged. The only age groups where the White population had an increasing

14



trend over the 20 years, was for those aged 65 years and older, increasing from 12.3% in 1996 to
17.8% in 2016.

% White Population by Age Group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016

m1996 m2001 =2011 m2016

45%
40% -
35% -
30% -
25% -
20% -
15% -
10% -

5%

0% -
0 to 4 years 5tol14years 15to24years 25to34years 35to6b4years 65 years and
older

When looking at the number of Whites in Cape Town in each of the age groups between 1996
and 2016 there was an increase in all the age groups with the exception of those aged 24 to 34
years, which decreased from 87 747 in 1996 to 74 378 in 2016. For those aged 5 to 14 years and
aged 15 to 24 years, the number of Whites did decrease between 1996 and 2011 but have
increased between 2011 and 2016. Between 1996 and 2016 the number of Whites in Cape Town
aged 35 to 64 increased by 67 296, and increase of 33.6%, while those aged 65 years and older
increased by 50 867 (76.4%).

Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community
White Survey

Age Groups Number % Number % Number % Number %
0 to 4 years 30 054 5.5% 28 849 5.3% 30 241 5.2% 38 390 5.8%
5to 14 years 70046 12.9% 65825 12.1% 56 548 9.7% 79 531 12.1%
15 to 24 years 81410 15.0% 80 042 14.7% 72 585 12.4% 81875 12.4%
25 to 34 years 87 747 16.1% 85 468 15.7% 87 990 15.0% 74378 11.3%
35 to 64 years 200 211 36.8% 213107 39.3% 248 689 42.5% 267 507 40.6%
65 years and older 66 579 12.3% 69 410 12.8% 89779 15.3% 117 446 17.8%
Unknown 7 386 1.4%
Total 543 433| 100.0% 542701| 100.0% 585832| 100.0% 659 127 100.0%

In Cape Town in 1996, 33% of the total population was aged 35 years and older and this increased
to 41% in 2016. The different population groups in Cape Town had very different trends between
1996 and 2016 with the Black African population aged 35 years and older increasing from 25% in
1996 to 31% in 2016, while that for the White population increased from 49% in 1996 to 58% in 2016.
The Coloured population in Cape Town, aged 35 years and older, increased from 30% in 1996 to
44% in 2016 and that for the Asian population increased from 34% in 1996 to 44% in 2016.
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% Population under 35 years and 35 years and older in Cape Town 1996 and

2016
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2.3. Age Pyramids — Cape Town

The age distribution of the population of Cape Town has changed between 1996 and 2016 as
shown in the age pyramids below. The general tfrends are that the percentage of the population
in the age groups below 35 years is decreasing, while those from 35 years are increasing resulting
in an ageing population. This trend is occurring for both males and females with more females
than males in most of the age groups other than those under 10 years.

In 2016, the increase in the percentage of the population between the 15 to 19 age group and
the 20 to 24 age group is smaller than it was in 2011, and the decrease in the percentage of the
population aged 25 to 29 and those aged 30 to 34 indicate that Cape Town is losing people in
these aged groups. The increase in those aged 20 to 24 years could be as a result of people

coming to Cape Town to attend universities and colleges.
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2.4. Median Age - Cape Town

The median age’ of the population of Cape Town was unchanged at 26 years in both 1996 and
2001 and then increased to 28 years in 2011 and 29 years in 2016. The median age for the
population groups in Cape Town are very different with that for the Black African population
increasing from 24 years in 1996 to 26 years in 2016 while that for the White population increased
from 34 years to 41 years over the same period. The Asian and Coloured populations had similar
increases between 1996 and 2016, with that of the Coloured population increasing from 24 years
to 30 years and that of the Asian population increasing from 25 to 31 years.

2016 Community Increase in Median Age
Median Age 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 1996 to 2016
Survey

20 years
Black African 24 24 25 26 2 years
Coloured 24 25 27 30 6 years
Asian 25 27 30 31 6 years
White 34 36 40 41 7 years
Other® 28
Unknown 24
Total® 26 26 28 29 3 years

Go to top of document

2.5. Adult (20 years and older) Highest Level of Education - Cape Town

Between 1996 and 2016 there has been an improvement in the highest level of education
completed by adults (those aged 20 years and older) in Cape Town. In particular there has been
an improvement in the percentage of the population that had Grade 12 as their highest level of
education from 19.6% in 1996 to 34.0% in 2016. The percentage of Adults with a level of education

" The median age is the age of the person at the midpoint of the population.

8 «Other” population group was not included in 1996, 2001 and 2016.

° Total includes Unknown and Other population group for 1996 and 2011 respectively
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higher than Grade 12 has also increased from 10.9% in 1996 to 16.2% in 2011 followed by a
decrease to 14.4% in 2016. The total percentage of the Cape Town adult population with less than
Grade 12 has decreased from 64.1% in 1996 to 48.7% in 2016.

When looking at the literacy rates, the percentage of the population in Cape Town that were
totally illiterate’® decreased from 4.2% in 1996 to 2.0% in 2016. The percentage of the Cape Town
population that were functionally illiterate! nearly halved, having decreased by 7.5% between
1996 and 2016, from 16.0% in 1996.

% Highest Level of Education Completed by Adults (aged 20 years and older)
in Cape Town 1996 to 2014

m 1996 m2001 =2011 m2016

45% -
40% -
35% -
30% -
25% -
20% -
15% -
10% -

5% -

0% -

No Some  Completed  Some Grade 12 Higher Other Unknown
schooling primary primary  secondary
Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community

Adult Highest Level of Survey

Education Completed Number % Number % Number % Number %
No schooling 32 404 4.2% 77 144 4.2% 42 954 1.8% 53 705 2.0%
Some primary 72 854 11.8% 216 445 11.8% 197 634 8.1% 174 405 6.5%
Completed primary 39 980 7.9% 130 356 7.1% 113 000 4.6% 109 719 4.1%
Some secondary 171 295 40.2% 713 345 38.9% 944799 38.6% 962722 36.1%
Grade 12 53 355 19.6% 466 555 25.4% 737 663 30.2% 907 031 34.0%
Higher 13 895 10.9% 231 004 12.6% 395 442 16.2% 384 697 14.4%
Other 13 433 0.5% 16 107 0.6%
Unknown 10 939 5.3% 60 253 2.3%
Totall 394722| 100.0%| 1834849| 100.0%| 2444925| 100.0%| 2668 641| 100.0%

The Black African adult population in Cape Town have had a good increase in the percentage
completing Grade 12, from 13.5% in 1996 to 33.6% in 2016 and those with a level of education
higher than Grade 12 have increased from 3.5% in 1996 to 7.3% in 2016. There has been very little
change in the percentage of Black African adults with some secondary between 1996 and 2016
with the percentage remaining around 43%.

1% Totally illiterate adults are those that have had no formal schooling.
™ Functionally illiterate adults are those whose highest level of education completed is less than Grade 7, i.e. they
have not completed primary school.
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There has been a decrease in illiteracy for adult Black Africans between 1996 and 2016 with the
percentage that were functionally'? literate decreasing from 26.7% in 19996 to 9.8% in 2016, with
those that had no schooling decreasing from 8.2% in 1996 to 2.8% in 2016. Those that only had a
primary education as their highest level has also decreased, decreasing from 10.1% in 1996 to 3.9%
in 2016 for those that had completed their primary education and from 18.5% to 7.0% for those
that had only completed some primary education.

% Black African Highest Level of Education Completed by Adults (aged 20
years and older) in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m1996 m2001 2011 m2016
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BlackC:f'r)iing-l?ghest 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Scucz‘rlr;r;wnify
Level of Education
Completed Number % Number %o Number A Number %

No schooling 32 404 8.2% 47 392 8.4% 22 468 2.5% 30 371 2.8%
Some primary 72 854 18.5% 92756 16.4% 84 616 9.4% 74 629 7.0%
Completed primary 39 980 10.1% 45 323 8.0% 39 258 4.3% 42130 3.9%
Some secondary 171 295 43.4% 232762 41.1% 400 223 44.3% 458 469 43.0%
Grade 12 53 355 13.5% 114 226 20.2% 272 443 30.2% 358 581 33.6%
Higher 13 895 3.5% 33 481 5.9% 80 864 9.0% 77 441 7.3%
Other 2892 0.3% 4068 0.4%
Unknown 10 939 2.8% 21316 2.0%
Total 394722 100.0% 565940| 100.0% 902764| 100.0% 1067 003 | 100.0%

The changes in the highest level of education achieved by the Coloured adult population Cape
Town between 1996 and 2016 show very similar frends to that of the Black African adult population
but with generally small changes in the percentages. For the Coloured adult population in Cape
Town, the percentage that had completed Grade 12 as their highest level of education increased
from 13.6% in 1996 to 31.7% in 2016 and those with a higher level of education increased from 5.2%
in 1996 to 8.3% in 2016. The percentage of Coloured adults in Cape Town that only had some
secondary has their highest level of education has decreased from 47.0% in 1996 to 40.2% in 2016.

There has also been a decrease in illiteracy for the Coloured adult population of Cape Town

between 1996 and 2016, but with a smaller percentage than for the Black African adult
population, with Coloured adults that were not literate decreasing from 18.9% in 1996 to 10.4% in
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2016. The percentage of Coloured adults that were totally illiterate'2 decreased from 4.1% in 1996
to 1.4% in 2016 and those that only had some primary as their highest level of education
decreased from 14.8% in 1996 to 9.0% in 2016.

% Coloured Highest Level of Education Completed by Adults (aged 20 years
and older) in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
m 1996 m2001 2011 m2016
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No Some  Completed  Some Grade 12 Higher Other Unknown
schooling primary primary  secondary
Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community

Coloured Highest Level Survey
of Education Completed | Number % Number % Number % Number %
No schooling 29 181 4.1% 26 993 3.2% 16 261 1.6% 14 853 1.4%
Some primary 106 217 14.8% 118 821 14.2% 104 615 10.4% 95 628 9.0%
Completed primary 78 721 10.9% 81 601 9.8% 68 946 6.9% 64918 6.1%
Some secondary 338 199 47.0% 384 224 46.1% 451 892 45.1% 429 154 40.2%
Grade 12 98 129 13.6% 175742 21.1% 270 470 27.0% 338 560 31.7%
Higher 37 435 5.2% 46 862 5.6% 87 390 8.7% 89 057 8.3%
Other 3357 0.3% 4342 0.4%
Unknown 31181 4.3% 30771 2.9%
Total 719 063| 100.0% 834 243| 100.0% 1002931 | 100.0% 1067283 100.0%

For the Asian adult population in Cape Town there have been good improvements, between 1996
and 2016, in the highest level of education completed. In particular the percentage of adult
Asians that have Grade 12 as their highest level of education has increased from 27.5% in 1996 to
42.7% in 2016 and those that have some secondary has their highest level has decreased from
34.9% in 1996 to 17.1% in 2016. Adult Asians that have a higher education have increased from
16.2% in 1996 to 34.6% in 2011, but then decreased to 29.7% in 2016. This decrease could be due to
the decrease in the number of adult Asians in Cape Town between 2011 and 2016 (see previous
section on the Asian population by age group in Cape Town 1996 to 2016), a possible indication
that those with suitable qualifications are moving out of Cape Town or even leaving South Africa.

llliteracy rates for Asian adults in Cape Town have decreased from 10.5% in 1996 to 4.1% in 2016
with those that are totally illiterate's decreasing from 3.6% in 1996 to 1.0% in 2016.

2 Totally illiterate adults are those that have had no formal schooling.
13 Totally illiterate adults are those that have had no formal schooling.
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% Asian Highest Level of Education Completed by Adults (aged 20 years and
older) in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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] que Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community

Asian Highest Level of Survey
Education Completed Number % Number % Number % Number %
No schooling 830 3.6% 538 2.0% 497 1.4% 311 1.0%
Some primary 1599 6.9% 1638 6.1% 1608 4.5% 955 3.1%
Completed primary 1224 5.3% 1112 4.2% 954 2.7% 703 2.3%
Some secondary 8 067 34.9% 8 258 30.9% 7637 21.2% 5336 17.1%
Grade 12 6 357 27.5% 9155 34.3% 12388| 34.4% 13312 42.7%
Higher 3750 16.2% 5992 22.4% 12 445 34.6% 9283 29.7%
Other 445 1.2% 323 1.0%
Unknown 1302 5.6% 983 3.1%
Totall 23129| 100.0% 26 693| 100.0% 35974| 100.0% 31206| 100.0%

The percentage of the White adult population in Cape Town that does not have at least some
secondary education as their highest level of education is very low and has shown very little
change between 1996 and 2016. In 2016, White adults with no schooling was at 1.6%, those with
some primary as their highest level of education was at 0.6% and those that had completed
primary as their highest level of education was at 0.4%.

The percentage of White adults that had some secondary as their highest level of education has
decreased from 25.0% in 1996 to 13.9% in 2016 while those with Grade 12 as their highest level of
education increased from 36.0% in 1996 to 39.1% in 2016. White adults have the highest
percentage with a higher education having increased from 28.0% in 1996 to 45.2% in 2011 and
then decreasing to 41.5% in 2016. The White population in Cape Town aged 24 to 34 decreased
between 2011 and 2016 (see previous section on the White population by age group in Cape
Town 1996 to 2016) and could be a reason for the decrease in the percentage of the White adult
population of Cape Town with a higher education between 2011 and 2016, with younger Whites
with quadlifications leaving Cape Town and possibly even South Africa.
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% White Highest Level of Education Completed by Adults (aged 20 years and
older) in Cape Town 1996 to 2016
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No Some  Completed Some Grade 12 Higher Other Unknown
schooling primary primary  secondary
Cape Town 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2016 Community

White Highest Level of Survey

Education Completed Number % Number % Number % Number %
No schooling 3182 0.8% 2 221 0.5% 1175 0.3% 8171 1.6%
Some primary 1819 0.5% 3230 0.8% 3934 0.9% 3193 0.6%
Completed primary 1616 0.4% 2 320 0.6% 2199 0.5% 1968 0.4%
Some secondary 99783 25.0% 88 101 21.6% 69 461 15.4% 69 763 13.9%
Grade 12 143 604 36.0% 167 432 41.0% 165 330 36.6% 196 578 39.1%
Higher 111 504 28.0% 144 669 35.5% 204 282 45.2% 208916 41.5%
Other 5827 1.3% 7 375 1.5%
Unknown 37 085 9.3% 7183 1.4%
Total 398 593| 100.0% 407 973 | 100.0% 452208 | 100.0% 503 149 | 100.0%

Go to top of document

2.6. Attendance at Education Institutions for those aged 5 to 24 years - Cape Town

Attendance at educational institutions is high for those in Cape Town aged 5 to 14 years and has
increased from 81.0% in 1996 to 95.8% in 2016. The Black African population group has had the
biggest increase from 75.0% in 1996 to 96.3% in 2016 and was only lower tha